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Volume 3  Issue 2 

February  1, 2011 

 VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT: www.congregationofmoses.org 

Dear Congregants: 

I hope this message finds you and your families well-insulated from 
the Michigan cold weather we have been having lately.  One way to help with 
the winter blahs is to make sure you are getting enough light.  Studies have 
proven that getting sunlight or special artificial light helps counteract the nega-
tive  effects of less sunlight during the Michigan winters.  I suggest another 
way is to  join us at services, religious school activities, social programs, and   
educational classes at the Congregation under the newly installed lighting sys-
tem made possible by the generous donations of our community.  Each time I 
enter the Synagogue, I am reminded of Genesis: “Let There Be Light.”  Thank 
you to Ken Goodman, Mike Tenenbaum, Connie Bowman, and Bruce Stein 
for their dedicated service on the Building Committee and to Rod Anderson 
for supervising the installation of  our new, modernized lighting system.  

The first Community Dinner of the New Year was well attended and 
quite festive with a BBQ theme. Thank you to Gerry Tregerman and her crew.   
The service which followed was also heart warming with so many parents of  
religious school students participating. Today Rabah:  From Strength to 
Strength. 

I want to relate my experience in attending the United Synagogue of 
Conservative Judaism:  Central District-Great Lakes Area All District Retreat 
last October in Ann Arbor with Cathy Cheron and Gerry Tregerman.  We met 
and spoke with other Board Members from Grand Rapids, Detroit suburbs, 
and Ann Arbor.  We learned that the purpose of USCJ is helping Congrega-
tions to be better; to build a religious and holier spirituality-focused commu-
nity.  We also learned that Conservative Judaism developed at the end of the 
19th century as a means to expand Judaism, allow the faith to grow and help 
‘conserve’ tradition. Rabbi Solomon Schechter, who moved from England to 
the U.S., helped establish United Synagogues of America, which was changed 
to its present name in the 1990’s.  Conservative Judaism was mainstream in 
the 1950’s to the 1970’s. We also learned about fresh approaches to Jewish 
education for children and adults and how the Congregation educator had 
many bosses. 
 

      (continued on page 24) 

Shevat-Adar 1  5771 
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February  Calendar 

See page  9  for  March calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
Synagogue 
Board 
Mtg. 7:30 pm 

2 3 4 5  
Tot Shabbat 
10:30 am 

6  
“From 
 Bible to 
Synagogue” 
11 am 

7  
Hadassah 
General 
Mtg.  
Luncheon at 
noon 

8 9  
Hebrew 
Learning 
Group  
7:30 pm 

10 11  
Community 
Shabbat  
Dinner 6 pm; 
Services 
7 pm 

12 

13  
Men’s Club 
Mtg. 9:30 am 
Essential 
Jewish Ideas 
11 am 

14 15  16 
Bulletin 
deadline 
5 pm 

17  
Executive  
Committee 
Mtg. 
7:30 pm 

18 19 
Simchat 
Shabbat 

20  
Sisterhood 
Program  
10 am-noon 

21 
Hadassah 
Book 
Club 7:30 pm 

22 23  
Hebrew 
Learning 
Group 
7:30 pm 

24 25 26  
Freilach 
Frolic 
Dance Party 
7:30 pm 

27 
Rummage 
Sale 
Set-up  
10 am-3 pm 

28 
Rummage 
Sale 
Set-up 10 
am-3 pm 
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Barucha for Candle Lighting 

 

Baruch ata Adonai Eloheinu 
melech haolam asher kideshanu 
bemitsvotav vetzivanu l’hadlik 

ner shel Shabbat. 

 

February 4  5:41 p.m. 

February 11   5:50 p.m. 

February 18  5:59 p.m. 

February 25  6:08 p.m. 

 

Service Schedule 

Candle Lighting 

Friday February 4 7:30 p.m. 

  Announcements Gerry  

Tregerman 

Saturday February 5 9:30 a.m. 

  Tot Shabbat 10:30 a.m. 

  Torah: Exodus 
25:1-25:40 

Judah Ari-Gur 

  Haftarah: Isaiah 
66:1-24,66:23 

Stephen Koss 

  Announcements   

Friday February 11 7:00 p.m. 

  Community 

Shabbat Dinner 
6:00 p.m. 

  Announcements Jen Rubin 

Saturday February 12 9:30 a.m. 

  Torah: Exodus 
27:20-28:30 

Rabbi Spivak 

  Haftarah: Ezekiel 
43:10-27 

Judah Ari-Gur 

  Announcements Elisabeth Thall 

Friday February 18 7:30 p.m. 

  Announcements Steven Harris 

Saturday February 19 9:30 a.m. 

  Simchat Shabbat   

  Torah: Exodus 
30:11-31:17 

Al Rosenthal 

  Haftarah: I Kings 
18:1-39 

Michelle Angel 

 

 
  Announcements Judy Davis 

Rosenthal 
Friday February 25 7:30 p.m. 

  Announcements Connie  

Bowman 

 

 
Saturday February 26 9:30 a.m. 

  Torah: Exodus   
35: 1-37:16 

Dave 
Rosenberg 

  Haftarah: I Kings 
7:40-50 

Rabbi Spivak 

  Announcements Ruth Lando 
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Mishpacha 
Thank You 

To all of the very generous and thoughtful members of the Congregation of Moses who attended Mom’s 
Memorial Service, sent cards, made donations, told stories about their encounters with Vivian, or called to 
express their condolences to  our family. We thank you for being her friend and warmly welcoming her to 
Kalamazoo and for being concerned about us during this difficult time.  You are all very special to us. 

              Diane and Harvey Fogel and family 

 

On behalf of Kaycee and myself, a most sincere and most humble ‘Thank You’ to all who contributed to 
COM to honor and recognize my retirement of 31.8 years of Federal Service.  Your kindness and 
thoughts took me quite by surprise as I did not expect anyone to really remember this.  As I set forth on a 
new chapter of life unfettered by mundane things like bosses, supervisors and alarm clocks, I realize the 
value of truly important things like friendship, character and integrity.  I can’t thank you all enough for 
remembering.  May the New Year and the years to follow bring all good things to each one of us.     
                              Steve Harris 

MAZEL TOV TO 

Steven Harris on his retirement. 

Isaac Stein being accepted into University of Michigan Medical School. 

Dave Rosenberg on the birth of his grandson, Benjamin Isaac Grueling. 

Ruth Lando on the marriage of her granddaughter Rachel to Shamai Weinberger. 

Tamara and Earl Norman on the birth of their granddaughter, Olive Betula Norman. 

 

CONDOLENCES TO OUR FRIENDS 

Diane Fogel and family on the passing of her mother, Vivian Pollack. 

 

GENERAL FUND 

Mazel Tov to Isaac Stein on being accepted into University of Michigan Medical School. 

Mazel Tov to Dave Rosenberg on the birth of his grandson, Benjamin Isaac Grueling. 

Mazel Tov to Steven Harris on his retirement. 

Mazel Tov to Ruth Lando on the marriage of her granddaughter Rachel to Shamai Weinberger. 

 Rebecca & Adam Strauss, Marilyn & Art Feinberg, Joanne & Mike Simon, Phil Horwich, 

Shirley Wise & Frank Szopo, Pnina & Judah Ari-Gur, Marian & Ken Fisher 

Mazel Tov to Tamara and Earl Norman on the birth of their granddaughter, Olive Betula Norman. 

 Rebecca & Adam Strauss, Marilyn & Art Feinberg, Joanne & Mike Simon, Phil Horwich, Shirley 
 Wise & Frank Szopo, Pnina & Judah Ari-Gur, The Ruterbusch Family, Werner Sichel 
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Mishpacha 
 

 Condolences to Diane Fogel and family on the passing of her mother, Vivian Pollack. 

 Phil Horwich, Marian & Ken Fisher, Marilyn & Art Feinberg, Rebecca & Adam Strauss, 

Joanne & Mike Simon, Pnina & Judah Ari-Gur, Shirley Wise & Frank Szopo, The Ruterbusch Family, 
RosaLynn & Louis Pollens, Sandy & Larry Rose, Miriam Brot, Gerry & Lee Tregerman, Judy Davis & Al 
Rosenthal, Rosalie & Marvin Okun, Celia Besbris, Gail & Aaron Rice, Muriel Miller, Gary & Lisa Dum 

Condolences to Werner Sichel on the passing of Beatrice Sichel. 

Tamara & Earl Norman 

BUILDING FUND 

Mazel Tov to Dave Rosenberg on the birth of his grandson, Benjamin Isaac Grueling. 

Tamara & Earl Norman, Sallie & Ken Goodman, Shirley & Dick Weiss 

Mazel Tov to Steven Harris on his retirement. 

Mazel Tov to Ruth Lando on the marriage of her granddaughter Rachel to Shamai Weinberger. 

Mazel Tov to Tamara and Earl Norman on the birth of their granddaughter, Olive Betula Norman. 

Sallie & Ken Goodman 

Mazel Tov to Kim (Rosenberg) and Adam Grueling on the birth of their son, Benjamin Isaac. 

Shirley & Dick Weiss 

Mazel Tov to Isaac Stein on  being accepted into University of Michigan Medical School. 

Tamara & Earl Norman, Sallie & Ken Goodman 

Condolences to Diane Fogel and family on the passing of her mother, Vivian Pollack. 

Sallie & Ken Goodman, Rae Lee & Mac Howard, Kaycee & Steve Harris, 

Jochanan & Mabel Stenesh, Shirley & Dick Weiss 

In loving memory of my mother, Betty Levene, and sister, Caryn Levene. 

Rae Lee Howard & Family 

In loving memory of Dr. Sam I. Stein. 

Bruce Stein 

In loving memory of my mother, Annelise Loeser. 

Marjorie Gaynor 

In loving memory of Siegfried Baum. 

Elinor Star 
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Mishpacha 
HARRY B. SOFEN LEARNING CENTER FUND 

In memory of our dear mother, Lillian Sofen. 

From her loving family 

In memory of Lillian Sofen. 

In memory of Dr. Bertram Zheutlin. 

Edith Green Schrager 

JOYCE AND MORTON FISHER KITCHEN/ONEG/KIDDUSH FUND 

In loving memory of Sidney Schwartz, father of Paul Schwartz. 

Sharon & Paul Schwartz 

MARVIN AND ROSALIE OKUN RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 

Mazel Tov to Steven Harris on his retirement. 

Mazel Tov to Isaac Stein on being accepted into University of Michigan Medical School. 

Mazel Tov to Dave Rosenberg on the birth of his grandson, Benjamin Isaac Grueling. 

Mazel Tov to Tamara and Earl Norman on the birth of their granddaughter, Olive Betula Norman. 

Condolences to Diane Fogel and family on the passing of her mother, Vivian Pollack. 

Judy & Lowell Seyburn, Susan & Patrick Welbourne, The Fischell Family, Ruth Lando 

Mazel Tov to Ruth Lando on the marriage of her granddaughter Rachel to Shamai Weinberger 

         Susan & Patrick Welbourne, The Fischell Family, Judy & Lowell Seyburn 

BEAUTIFICATION FUND 

Condolences to Diane Fogel and family on the passing of her mother, Vivian Pollack. 

Tamara & Earl Norman 

BRYNA GRAFF RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 

In honor of Fred Kagan’s 90th Birthday. 

Warm wishes to all our friends in Kalamazoo. 

Allyson & Martin Gall 

In memory of our dear friend, Beatrice Sichel. 

Judy & Ted Roseman, Allyson & Martin Gall 

 

HERMAN AND ROSE FISHER LIBRARY FUND 

Mazel Tov to Tamara and Earl Norman on the birth of their granddaughter, Olive Betula Norman. 

The Haus Family 



7 

 

Mishpacha 
In honor of my granddaughter Rachel’s marriage on January 5, 2011 to Shamai Weinberger of Belgium. 
The marriage took place at Lubavitch World Headquarters in Brooklyn, NY. Rachel and Shamai will be 
living in New York. Rachel is the daughter of Larry Lando. 

Ruth Lando 

Condolences to Diane Fogel and family on the passing of her mother, Vivian Pollack. 

The Haus Family, Elisabeth & Donald Thall 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

In loving memory of my mother and sister, who both passed away in the same month of different years. 

Julie Northrop 

In loving memory of my mother, Betty Levene and sister, Caryn Levene. 

Lori Putman 

In loving memory of my husband, Arvin L. Davis. 

Leslie A. Davis 

NELSON SCHUPAN USY FUND 

In loving memory of Charlette Schupan. 

Jeanne & Marc Schupan 

In loving memory of my brother, Seth Schupan. 

Shayna Barry 

 

D&W SHOPPING DAYS 

FEBRUARY 6 – FEBRUARY 12, 2011 

APRIL 10 – APRIL 16, 2011 

CODE 95630 

SHOP AT ANY D&W DURING THE WEEKS LISTED ABOVE AND 

GIVE THE CASHIER OUR CODE. 

PURCHASE AMOUNTS WILL BE AUTOMATICALLY 

CREDITED TO OUR ACCOUNT. 

IF YOU USE A SCRIPCENTS GIFT CARD 

WE EARN EVEN MORE. 
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 Join us for a panel discussion about: 

Strategies for Raising Pre-Adolescent Children 

 

  
 

 Sunday, February 20, 2011 

10:00 am to 12:00 noon 

at The Congregation of Moses 

 

 Our guest panelists are: 

David Feldman, Kazoo School Principal 

Larry Beer Ed.P 

and  

Alice Koss MA, LLP 

 

 Refreshments will be served 
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March Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
Rummage 
Sale Set-up  
10 am-3 pm; 
Synagogue 
Board Mtg. 
7:30 pm 

2  
Rummage 
Sale Set-up  
10 am-3 pm 

3  
Rummage 
Sale Set-up 
10 am-3 pm 

4  
Rummage 
Sale Set-up  
10 am-3 pm 

5 

6  
Rummage 
Sale 
11 am- 4 pm 

7  
Rummage 
Sale 
10 am-3 pm;  
Clean-up 
afterward 

8  
Rummage 
clean-up 

9  
Hebrew 
Learning 
Group  
7:30 pm 

10 11 
Community 
Shabbat  
Dinner 6 pm; 
Services 7 pm 

12 

13  
Essential  
Jewish 
Ideas 11 am 

14 15  16 
Bulletin  
deadline 
5 pm 

17 
Executive 
Committee 
Mtg. 7:30 pm 

18 19 
Simchat  
Shabbat; 
Megillah 
Reading 
6:30 pm 

20 
Men’s Club 
Mtg. 9:30 am; 
Purim Carni-
val and Men’s 
Club Lunch 

21  
Hadassah 
Book 
Club 7:30 pm 

22 23  
Hebrew 
Learning 
Group  7:30 
pm 

24 25 26 

27  
“From  
Bible to 
Synagogue”  
11 am; Sister-
hood Martinis 
and Mah 
Jong 3 pm 

28 29 30 31 
Hadassah 
Board Mtg. 
7 pm 
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Sisterhood 
Dear Sisterhood and CoM Members, 

Sisterhood wishes to extend our sympathies to Diane and Harvey Fogel and family on the passing of 
Vivian Pollack. Vivian was very dedicated to Sisterhood and was our Financing Secretary for many years. 
We will sure miss her. 

SAVE THE DATES: 

February: 

Panel Discussion on February 20.  See flyer on page 8. 

Rummage Sale Set Up: Sunday – Friday,  February 27 – March 4, 10 am--3pm 

March: 

Rummage  Sale: Sunday--Tuesday,  March 5-7. 

 

As a CoM project with Sisterhood, the Rummage Sale needs your strong participation. Please volun-

teer to come during the times listed above for set-up and sale days and help us make this fundraiser  

a great success. 

Contact: Emily Hoffman - Rummage Sale Chairperson at emily.hoffman@wmich.edu 

TORAH FUND CARDS PURCHASES: 

 Mabel Stenesh 

 Susan Welbourne 

 Rae Lee Howard 

SISTERHOOD WISHES TO OUR MEMBERS: 

Dorothy Levene - Happy 80th birthday 

Tamara Norman - Mazal Tov on the birth of a granddaughter 

Emily Hoffman/Dave Rosenberg - Mazal Tov on the birth of a grandson 

Nan Goldenthal -Happy Birthday 

Valerie Eisenberg - Speedy Recovery 

Diane Fogel - Sympathy on the passing of Vivian Pollack 

Come and visit our Gift Shop: Gifts for all occasions. 

 New hours: Weds. 10 am - noon 

                      Sundays - 10 am - 12:30 pm 

                      Call Candi Levene at 345-5412 for an appointment. 

Let's make Sisterhood a vibrant part of CoM!  BE INVOLVED! 

Shalom, 

Tema Lando 
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Social Events 
    

Freilach Frolic Dance Party 
presents  

 Come Swing with Us 

 Saturday, February 26 at 7:30 pm 

Congregation of Moses 
                       

 
      

Lee Albee will lead a free Group Dance Lesson in Jitterbug and Foxtrot beginning at 7:45 pm followed 
by an open dance including a variety of music and dance styles. 

Lee has 2 years of dance instruction experience. So put on your dancing shoes, prepare to hoof it and  en-
joy the company of the entire jumping Jewish Community. 

 

 Semi formal attire, black and white theme 

Refreshments will be served 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date  

Jewish Film Festival 

April 30 and May 1, 2011 

At Celebration Cinema 
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Hadassah 

 

It’s in the Genes …  
But Do You Want to Know? 

 
The diagnosis of genetic disorders has changed dramatically in the 21st century.  
Scientists now can detect early warnings of disease risk from a blood or saliva test 
by evaluating your DNA molecules.  Are you predisposed to a serious illness?  
Might you be a gene carrier and be planning on having children? 

 

Empower yourself with knowledge to make more informed choices. Join us for 
lunch and a fascinating discussion.  

 

Presentations by   

Dr. Arthur Feinberg & Dr. Cathy Cheron 

 

When:  Monday, February 7 at 12:00 noon 

Where:  Martell’s (formerly Black Swan) in Parkview Hills 

$16 lunch from a limited menu 
 

RSVP to Joyce Camhi 267-4253 or jcamhi@juno.com 

By Wednesday Feb 2, 2011 

 

 

 

 

Gaucher … BRCA2 … Tay-Sachs … cystic fibrosis … hemophilia … sickle cell … 
polycystic kidney disease … Emanuel syndrome … Marfan syndrome …dystonia … 
Charcot-Marie-Tooth … Duchene & Becker muscular dystrophy … fragile-X syn-
drome … Lou Gehrig’s disease …thalassemias … phenylketonuria …myotonic dys-
trophy … Huntington's disease … spinal muscular atrophy … neurofibromatosis 
type 1 … hereditary hemochromatosis … and hundreds more 
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   Something Old is NEW Again 
Are you looking for something new to WOW your guests at special Jewish occasions? 

Guess what? Something old is new again. We know you have a bundt pan, but do you have the new “Star of 
David” shaped pan? The beautiful cakes baked in this pan are a real conversation piece on your holiday 
table. 

 

Your cakes will always “pan out” with the heavy duty cast aluminum and premium nonstick interior. 
They're simple cleanup, too. Perfect to use for special holidays and Bar Mitzvahs, and to give as gifts for 
Mother’s Day and wedding showers. Don't forget the aspiring gourmets. Works just as well for “from 
scratch” cakes as mixes. The pan does all the work and you will get all the glory. 

 

 

Standard 10 cup capacity 

Diameter: 11.86” 

Height: 4.25” 

Made in the U.S. by Nordic Ware 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a one-time fundraising campaign by the Dorothy Slavin Chapter of Hadassah in Kalamazoo. The 
pans will arrive the first week in April. 

With each $30 donation you make, you will receive one of these impressive pans. 

   Start a new tradition at your house.Start a new tradition at your house.Start a new tradition at your house.Start a new tradition at your house.    

 

All orders must be received and paid by March 21st. Make checks to Hadassah. Send to 

Michelle Angel, 7240 Mackenzie Ln, Portage MI 49024 (501-7963). 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Name ____________________________________ Phone ___________________ 

Address __________________________________ 

Amount of check enclosed $__________________ Number of pans ___________ 

 

     Hadassah Thanks You! 
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Lighting Project Update 
And CoM said:  Let there be Lights… 

Those of you who have not been to our synagogue the last few weeks need to see the light…all 723 of 
them.  That’s how many new bulbs and fixtures have been replaced and upgraded as part of our ongoing 
Building Renovation project.  The greatly improved light quality is especially noticeable in the Sanctuary 
and Social hall, where we now have 4 times the amount of light using roughly one third to one quarter of 
the energy that were used previously.  We now actually have enough light to meet current code require-
ments!  We also have lights shining at night on the front of the “tower” outside for the first time in many 
years, as well as improved quality of lighting in the parking area, as well as better security lighting all 
around the building at night. 

Thanks to all who made this project possible by supporting the Building Fund Campaign over the last 2 
years, despite difficult economic times.   Our work, however, is not done.  Renovation of the bathrooms 
and kitchenette are high on the list of priorities, but we need your pledges and donations to accomplish 
these much-needed improvements.  We have also been setting aside funds for eventual replacement of the 
roof, which we have been patching and re-patching with diminishing success. 

Speaking of the bathrooms, you may notice that the bathrooms are now fitted with sensors which detect 
motion and sound to turn on the lights and fans, and a timer to turn them off 10 minutes after the last mo-
tion or sound is detected.  This will save quite a bit of energy by not having lights and fans running when 
not needed.  A word to the wise is called for, however.  Don’t sit too quietly for too long reading the    
Jerusalem Post or emailing on your cell phone, although the word “Hey!” should get the lights back on if 
you do.  Shin, Gimmel or Dalet will work nicely, also, but the point is, take care of your business and 
don’t dally.  Saving energy is up to each one of us. 

On behalf of the Building Renovation group and the Facilities Oversight Committee, as well as the Board 
of Directors, I want to thank all who have helped make all of the recent improvements to our synagogue 
home possible. 

B’Shalom, 

Ken Goodman 
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From Ruth Lando and Family 

We have received the following information concerning the parole decision as handed down by Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger of  California.  This is in regard to the person who murdered our daughter, 
Lianne, on August 10, 1985, and who at a July 2010 parole hearing was told by the parole board that he 
would be released, upon a review by the Governor. 

 
“From the Office of the Governor--dated December 3, 2010”--sent to the prisoner--as well as to the Board 
of Parole Hearings-- 

 

“Penal Code section 3041.2 authorizes the Governor to review parole decisions of the Board of Parole 
Hearings concerning persons sentenced to an indeterminate term upon conviction of murder. 

After considering the same factors considered by the Board, the Governor has invoked his authority to re-
verse the Board’s decision to grant parole in your case.” 

 

December 29, 2010  Should anyone be interested in reading the Review, please contact me.  We appreci-
ate your help and interest while we were preparing for the hearings. 

 

Aack - what a horrible word.  But what if it didn't have to cost you any extra? 

Just think, go shopping at Macys or TJMaxx, and the synagogue could earn 7-10% of your purchase.  Go 
out to breakfast, lunch or dinner at Panera, Red Robin, or The Union and the synagogue gets 8% of your 
purchase. Wash the schmutz off of your car at Diamond Auto Wash and we will get 20% of your total 
purchase. Better yet, buy some new spring clothes at LLBean or Lands End and the synagogue gets 14-
17% of your purchase.  Or, go to Putters and play putt-putt or use a batting cage to warm up for the base-
ball season, and the synagogue will get 25% of your purchase price.  You spend no extra money, all I ask 
is that you plan ahead just enough to order scrip gift cards through the office.  If you shop at D&W, or buy 
gas at Speedway, Shell, or BP we could get 1.5-4% of your purchase.  If you have a Meijer credit card, we 
will get .5% of your total purchases with that card. 

These are easy ways for the congregation to get money without you having to spend money that you 
would not already be spending. 

There is a full list of vendors available at scrippro.com.  Talbots and Aeropostle are two of the newest 
members. 

Let us try to make $200 for the synagogue by the end of February with our normal purchases. 

Scrip Gift Cards 
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 Our next Community Dinner will be Friday, February 11, with dinner at 6:00 
pm and  services at 7:00 pm.  Grades 1, 2, and 7 will be leading services. Please regis-
ter for dinner with Shirley in the office. We look forward to seeing you there. 
 We still have a lot of winter weather to go. Please keep an eye on the news and 
your e-mail. If the weather is too bad, we will cancel school. We will make every effort 
to reach each family by phone. I will also send out an e-mail and try to put the informa-
tion on the TV. If there is no public school (Kalamazoo and/or Portage) on a Tuesday 
or Thursday, then there will be no Religious School. On Sundays, you should be in-
formed no later than 8:30 in the morning. 

 The Religious School staff and students are very happy to welcome Marissa Icabone.  She is teach-
ing first grade. She is enjoying getting to know her students and our curriculum. 

  Thank you to the community dinner cooking team who prepared a wonderful dinner on Friday, 
January 14th. We would like to thank the parents of the Religious School students who led the evening ser-
vice.  The parents each chanted the prayers with their own special style and personal ruach. The congrega-
tion responded nicely to several new versions of the prayers.  Rachel Haus did a heartfelt tribute to Debbie 
Friedman who was an inspiration to Rachel. 

  The Tu B’Shevat Seder on Sunday, January 16 led by Jen Rubin was enjoyed by all.  The pre-
school to third graders sampled many fruits that were supplied by parents, teachers, and principal.  The stu-
dents also planted seeds in pots supplied by Stacey Rocklin. This important holiday of the trees reminds us 
of the significance that trees have in our lives.  Perhaps each of us could plant a tree in Israel.  We also 
could plant a tree at the Congregation of Moses when the ground thaws in the spring. 

  The Religious School staff would also like to thank our dependable, hardworking, reliable, and 
loyal  volunteers who help us each week in our classrooms and in the office.  They are 
Allie Camhi, Laura Levene, Elana Spivak, Sara Torres, and  Marissa Icabone (now our 
first grade teacher). I would also like to thank Janet Heller for her help in the Religious 
School when she teaches and voluntarily  substitutes for the teachers and for me. We all 
appreciate her willingness to be "on call" when we need her. She is doing a great job. 
Todah rabah to all of them!  

 

When we all get involved in our community, we all benefit (as well as have a great time). I hope everyone 
will continue to participate during the year in whatever capacity you can. We have many opportunities with 
Community Dinners, holidays and everyday school activities. Any and all help is welcome and truly appre-
ciated. 

 

We are collecting “Box Tops for Education” to help raise funds for the school. This is a very easy way to 
help that anyone can do. Collect the Box Tops for Education logo from packages that you purchase (Betty 
Crocker and others that carry it) and bring them to synagogue with you and put them in the box marked for 
them by the office door. The more you bring in, the more money the school makes. If you have any ques-
tions, please call Tamara Norman or me. Thanks for all of your help. 

    (continued on next page) 

Marvin and Rosalie Okun Religious School 
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 As we all know, this has been one doozie of a cold and flu season. Please talk to your children about 
washing their hands, not coughing on others and staying home if they are not well. Illness spreads easily in 
our small school, and we all need to help keep each other well. 

            The religious school appreciates all donations. There are two funds that accept donations to support 
the school: the Okun Fund (the school’s general fund) and the Bryna Graff Fund (helps fund professional 
development for religious school staff).  

             If you have any questions for me, please e-mail me at MorahSarah@hotmail.com or leave a mes-
sage at the COM Religious School Office and I will return your call as soon as possible. I will be in the of-
fice every Tuesday and Thursday, usually by 3:30 p.m., and I tend to stay late on Sundays, so you can usu-
ally reach me at COM during those times. 

Stay warm and healthy. 

Morah Sarah 

Susan Welbourne 
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Congregation of Moses 

 Shabbat Dinner 
February 11, 2011 

Dinner at 6pm 
Services at 7 pm  

led by Grades 1, 2 and 7  
Marvin and Rosalie Okun 
Religious School Students  
Contact Shirley in the Synagogue Office to  
make a dinner reservation:  
Call 342-5463 or e-mail 
comofficemgr@yahoo.com  

 Prices   
   Paid Advance Reservations:  
   (Before Tuesday at 5 pm in advance of the dinner) 
   $10 per adult, $5 per child or $25 per family.   
   Children 4 and under are free! 

    At the door*:  
   $12 per adult, $6 per child or $35 per family 
   Children 4 and under are free! 

 *Please drop your check into the box prior to candle lighting 
 

 You may leave your reservation and check in the special box by the synagogue office. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Community Shabbat Dinner Reservation Form 

 

 Date _____________  
 

 Name(s) _______________________________________________   
 

 # of adults ______ # of children over 4 ______ Amount $ _________   

Contact Shirley at the synagogue office at 342-5463 to make a reservation. 
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Library News 
  

It seems like only yesterday that I was ordering new books and DVDs for the new year. Now, by next 
month, you can look forward to another set of new arrivals, just in time for Purim, Pesach, and all the other 
spring holidays.  

 While our budgetary problems have eased somewhat, that doesn’t mean that the Library can afford 
all of COM’s needs and wants. That’s where Adopt-A-Book comes in. Simply donate the amount for a 
book, and be the first to check it out (with your name inside on a bookplate) once ordered. Here are some 
ideas: 

 Saul Bellow: Letters, about which Phillip Roth wrote, "It comes as no surprise to find that the great 
novelist was a great correspondent as well. I hungrily read the book through in three nights, as though I'd 
stumbled upon a lost Bellow masterpiece only recently unearthed."  At $20.85, I might have to wait until 
next year to order it, when the price, hopefully, will go down. 

 The Life of Gluckel of Hameln, a new JPS edition by Beth Zion-Abrahams. Unimaginably, we’ve 
never had even the earlier edition of this important and fascinating memoir “widely viewed as one of the 
earliest major works written by a Jewish woman.” The reduced price is $25.55 -- far too expensive for our 
budget. 

 Celebrating Jewish Crafts. According to Susan Berson of the Agency of Jewish Libraries, she is 
“unaware of any other Jewish craft book in recent years with such broad scope and good production values. 
The photos are lavish and attractive, the instructions are clear, the techniques are varied, and, in particular, 
the introductory information about each holiday is extremely well written. In addition to holiday crafts, 
there are tzedakah boxes, yahrzeit candles, a mizrah, siddur covers, and a variety of other home or gift 
items. This is a good resource for parents and teachers.” But at a whopping $49.95, there is no way the Li-
brary could ever afford this helpful resource. 

 Kings and Things: Twenty Jewish Plays for Kids 8 to 18  

 Parasha Plays: For Children of All Ages 

These books are $19.95 each and both would be extremely useful for teachers, parents, and kids who want a 
fun way to approach the Torah and holidays. We already have Sedra Scenes, which has proved invaluable 
to parents and teachers alike. But at this price, the Library might have to pass. 

 Please let me know if you’d like to adopt a book by emailing me at rhauscom@yahoo.com. As al-
ways, donations can be made out to the Fisher Library Fund. We also happily accept donations of gently 
used Jewish books, DVDs, and CDs. 

 

Todah Rabah,  

 

Rachel Haus, 

Library Director 
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Rabbi’s Message 

Rabbi’s Office Hours 

 
 When nearly 100 people come to an event at the Congregation of Moses, you know that 
something exciting is going on.  That’s what happened on Friday, January 14, for the Com-
munity Shabbat Dinner and Service.  Gerry Tregerman, Cathy Cheron and their team pre-
pared a popular dinner of hot dogs and hamburgers and parents of our Religious School stu-
dents led the service. 
 
 We’re very pleased and proud that so many people have joined together to lead services on 
the nights of Community Shabbat Dinners:  teachers, parents and students from pre-K to 
High School.   A couple of months ago, one of our High School students, Sara Torres, gave a 
sermon about the value of Jewish summer camps. 
 
 First, second and seventh graders will lead on February 11.  You will be impressed by what 
teachers Marissa Icabone, Jen Rubin and Beth Albee have accomplished with their young 
students. 
 
 Don’t forget to reserve a place at the Community Shabbat Dinner on February 11.  Dinner 
starts at 6:00pm and services at 7:00pm. 

 
Phone or email are often the most convenient ways of contacting me (342-5463,  

avocet68@aol.com), but sometimes it’s better to talk in person.  I’m usually in the office on 

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday mornings and you are welcome to drop in unannounced.   

Sometimes meetings or other events may take me out of the office at those times, so before 

you make a special trip to the synagogue to talk to me, it’s smart to call and be sure that I’m 

there.  People often make appointments to see me at other times if the usual office hours are 

inconvenient or if they want to be sure that I’ll be there and expecting them. 

 

 Rabbi Harvey Spivak 
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CONTINUING TO FIGURE OUT THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN  

“SALVATION” AND “REDEMPTION”….. 

….with lots of interesting digressions! 

 

 “THE ESSENTIAL JEWISH IDEAS” 
Sunday, February 13, 11:00 am to noon 
It’s a learning and discussion group that’s well worth your time—an opportunity to fill in some spaces in 
your Jewish education! 
You are welcome to join us, even if you’ve never tried it before. 
 
 
WHO CHOSE WHICH BOOKS WOULD BE IN THE BIBLE? 
And when did it happen? 
Why did they close the Bible and not let more books be added later? 
 
 “The Canonization of the Hebrew Bible”—that’s next the topic in “From 
Bible to Synagogue:  How Judaism Became the Religion that We Know Today.” 
Sunday, February 6, 11:00am to noon. 
 
 
DON’T FORGET LEARNERS’ SHABBAT! 
Eight members will share the Torah reading on Sat., January 29.  Some have read Torah many times and 
others are just beginning to learn how to read from the Torah scroll.   
 
Rabbi Spivak will talk about Shabbat morning prayers—their meaning and history—and will answer 
questions about the service. 
 
January 29 will be the first of a series.  If you would like to read a brief part of a Torah reading at a future 
Learners’ Shabbat, contact Rabbi Spivak (342-5463, avocet68@aol.com).  You will receive all the help 
and support you need to read successfully.  Anyone with a basic Hebrew reading skill can learn to read 
Torah.  See for yourself on January 29! 
 
 
HEBREW! 
Knowing even a limited amount of Hebrew gives more life to the words of the Prayer Book and Bible. 
We have a successful, long-running Hebrew study group.  It’s relaxed and informal—and it has helped 
many people prove to themselves that they can learn to read and understand Hebrew. 
You can begin any time.  No need to wait until next September. 
Next meetings:  January 26, February 9 and 26—Wednesdays at 7:30 pm. 
 
  
  

Rabbi’s Classes 
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The Board of Directors is working hard on behalf of the Congregation of Moses. The Board would like you 
to know that Board meetings are always open to all congregants and minutes of Board meetings are available 
upon request. We invite you to attend at any time. 

  
Executive Committee 

President   Shirley Wise   375-0848   goldensmw@sbcglobal.net 

1st Vice President  Tamara Norman  353-6044      tdnorman@sbcglobal.net 

2nd Vice President  Cathy Cheron      

Treasurer   Ed Goldenthal   383-3581   wingold@charter.net 

Secretary   Liz Siegel   353-6332   eliza.siegel@sbcglobal.net 

Past President   Arlen Rubin   343-4881                arlendc@msn.com 

 

 

Attention --Please Note !!! 

For those of you who need to contact Shirley Mengel her e-mail address is 

comofficemgr@yahoo.com 

The old address is checked infrequently.  Please send all inquiry to the above address.  Thank you. 

 

 

    Community Announcements  

        

The Rabbi’s Recognition Certificate goes to… 

 
 RICHARD KIRSCHNER 
 
 The Congregation of Moses thanks Richard for taking the initiative to organize and lead 
Match Day.  We enjoyed the experience of congregants working together for the good of 
the community.  We are also grateful for the money that was raised for the General Fund 
and the Etz Chaim Endowment.  Thanks, Richard, for leading the way on Match Day! 
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Each year a number of our members choose to participate in Mishpacha Tributes.  Here’s 
how it works. For $400 a year, participants, or subscribers are automatically credited with 
tributes for congregants who are in the Mishpacha pages of our monthly Bulletin.  The sub-
scriber designates which fund their  money goes to. Each month, honoree get a letter listing 
the automatic sponsors as well as other people who send a tribute to them. As a subscriber 
you can be pleasantly surprised by receiving a letter of gratitude from someone who has re-
ceived a tribute from you.  You might not have even been aware of their simcha/ loss/illness. 
You are not subscribing to or sponsoring the Bulletin.   

 

Rabbi Evaluation Survey Results 
 

 

 
Many thanks to all members who participated in the Rabbi evaluation survey. The results 
demonstrated broad support for our Rabbi Spivak. Your comments and suggestions were ap-
preciated and discussed in committee and with the Rabbi. The Rabbi Evaluation Committee 
was pleased with the high level of involvement from our members. We are grateful to the 
Rabbi for his spiritual leadership and continuing commitment to the CoM.  
Our committee will be scheduling a review in 6 months. If any congregant has additional 
input, questions or suggestions, please contact a member of the committee. 
  
Rabbi Evaluation Committee 
Arlen Rubin, Chair 
Art Feinberg 
Joanne Krell 
Rebecca Strauss       
Tamara Norman 

Automatic Mishpacha Tribute Program 
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    President’s message continued  
 Another discussion at the Retreat focused on leadership styles. The first style is to lead out of fear, 
and the tendency would be to retreat.  A second leadership style is the crisis mode or anticipation of a crisis 
as after the destruction of the first Temple.  The third is to develop a strategic plan by assessing the situation 
at hand, which was done during the time of the Romans and helped secure worshiping without a Temple. I 
like to think that the Congregation Board, Trustees, and Executive Committee followed the third leadership 
style when we had a budget crisis, and that our Governing Bodies will continue to follow such a leadership 
style. 

I am looking forward to the Freilach Frolic Dance Party sponsored by the Social Committee with 
dance instruction led by our very own members: Lee Albee assisted by Beth Albee. 

I also look forward to learning through Rabbi Spivak’s Adult Education Classes. 

Shalom, 

 

Shirley M. Wise, President 
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    Yahrzeits  
February 4, 5, (1 Adar-1 – 7 Adar-1) 

Adela Blum Aaron Columpus* Sallie L. Cushner* 

Jean Rosenblatt Davis Archie Feinberg Lilas Felix 

Sarah Forman* Theodore Forman* James H. Goldman* 

Rachel Goldstein* Adele Gudovitz Marianne Mimi Katz* 

Canuto Ruiz Michile Schaff Isidore Schanwald 

Harriet Swartz* Dora Zheutlin   

February 11, 12, (8 Adar-1 – 14 Adar-1) 

Helen Rose Aronoff* Nuchim Buchman* Mary Colef* 

Ethel Duchen-Wachtel* Isaac Escourt* Gershon (George) Fisher* 

Alexander Fried* Sylvia Taubman Golde Laura Hoffman 

Martin Kalb* Arthur Katz Ann Litowich 

Robert Morrison* Mary Schpok* Jack Stein* 

February 18, 19, (15 Adar-1 – 21 Adar-1) 

Ernest J. Badt* Ely Behrend* Regina Blum 

Max Breslow* Rose Harris* Edythe P. Leder* 

Floyd Putnam Jack Rubel* Harry Schechter 

Louis Slavin* Jennie Sofen Bertram Stein* 

Samuel Edgar Stulberg* Kate Weisman* Aaron David Zheutlin 

February 25, 26, (22 Adar-1 – 28 Adar-1) 

Clara  Finman* Nathan Friedman* Anna Heckman* 

Hillel Hirschfield* Harry Libin* Ruth Liepman* 

Daniel Rosenberg* Lilly Sichel* Emanuel Isaac Solomon 

Roberta Stein* Betty Weintraub* Max Weisman* 

David Weiss Sr. Ethel Rose Ziv*   
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Congregation of Moses 
2501 Stadium Drive 
Kalamazoo  MI  49008 
(269) 342-5463 


